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ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE COUNCIL 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [12.21 pm]: I rise to update the house on the 
implementation of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2021. 
Today, I announce the appointment of the seven inaugural members to Western Australia’s Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage Council. As the state’s peak strategic body on Aboriginal cultural heritage matters, the council will 
provide advice to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, designate local Aboriginal cultural heritage services, and 
approve permits and management plans. It will work to promote public awareness and appreciation of Aboriginal 
cultural heritage and the role of Aboriginal people in its protection and management. The Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage Act requires the council to have male and female Aboriginal co-chairs and a majority Aboriginal 
membership. In addition to knowledge or experience relating to Aboriginal cultural heritage, relevant skill sets 
considered include anthropology, engineering, archaeology, governance, law, and land and environmental management 
and planning. Seventy applications were received, which is reflective of the strong interest, delivering a very 
competitive field. 
I am pleased to advise who the inaugural council members are. Co-chairperson Dr Mark Bin Bakar is an advocate 
of Aboriginal culture and an experienced board director. Co-chairperson Ms Irene Stainton has experience in 
industry, government and consultancy and is a former trustee of the Western Australian Museum Boola Bardip 
and chairperson of its Aboriginal advisory committee. Ms Merle Carter has been chairperson of the Kimberley 
Aboriginal Law and Culture Centre and is an experienced board member and director of Aboriginal corporations. 
Mr Graham Castledine is an experienced barrister and mediator in Aboriginal heritage, native title and environment 
matters. Dr Debbie Fletcher is a former senior public servant with experience in native title matters, state agreements 
and land access. Ms Belinda Moharich is a lawyer with expertise in governance and administrative law and is 
a former State Administrative Tribunal member. Mr Kevin Walley is a qualified conservation land manager with 
experience on both Aboriginal and government boards. These seven members have been appointed for an initial 
term of two years. Their first task will be to review the key documents and draft regulations of the act, subject to the 
government’s third co-design phase, and are expected to commence next month. I look forward to working alongside 
the council as the act becomes fully operational. 
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